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PCT/AU2003/000263 



I* Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[x| the international application as originally filed. . 

| | the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

f~l the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages . , received on with the letter of . . 

| | the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
J the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language' which is: 

P^] the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

LJ language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirninary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

prelirninary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
[~ | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this. Authority in computer readable form. 

[~ | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. | | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

[ ~| the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** , 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. J 6 and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments m ust be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 

Best Available Copy 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2-15 


YES 




Claims 


1 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-15 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-15 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

NOVELTY (N): Claim 1 

1. US 4734956 A 

2. US 5273481 A 

3. US 4550471 A 

Each of these citations explicitly discloses all of the features of claim 1. For example, in US 4734956 A see: 
A hand-operated shirring machine including: figure 1 

a body through which a stuffing tube covered in casing may pass: figure 5, items 28, 42, 48 

a casing engaging means engaging the casing as the machine) 
is pushed along the stuffing tube from the discharge end) 

so that the casing is drawn onto the stuffing tube): figure 5, items.44, 46 

the casing engaging means disengaging from the casing) 

when it is pulled in the opposite direction): figure 5, item 46 

grasping means to manually move it along the stuffing tube: figure 5, item 46 

INVENTIVE STEP (IS): Claims 1-15 
Claim 1: as above 
Claims 2-15: 

4. US 5197914 A 

5. EP 0155536 A 

Citations 4 and 5 do not individually disclose all of the features of the claims, but when combined with the 
disclosure of any one of citations 1 to 3, as would be obvious to a person skilled in the art, disclose all of the 
features of the claims. 

Furthermore, the features added by these claims merely amount to common general knowledge and hence do not 
involve an inventive step.. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY OA); Claims 1-15 

The invention defined in the claims has industrial applicability. 
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